
                                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Monroe Foundation 
A Philanthropic Initiative 

“We Must Help 
Each Other” 

THE MONROE FOUNDATION 
1547 South Wolf Road 
Hillside, IL 60162 
773/315-9720 
www.themonroefoundation.org 
 
Otis C. Monroe, III  
CEO 
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  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Arvis Averette, PhD, Chairman Emeritus 
 
Pastor Leonardo D. Gilbert, Chairman 
      Sheldon Heights Church of Christ, Chicago 
     Greater Chicago Food Depository, Chair 
 
Otis C. Monroe, III, President, Executive Director 
 
Virginia Hardrict, Exec.  Vice President, Co-Founder 
Secretary/Treasurer 
     Englewood Streets Alternative Project 
 
Rev. Lewis Flowers, CEO, Westside Ministers Coalition 
 
Paul Labonne, Vice President 
Community Investment Officer, PNC Bank 
 
Dean Morris, Executive Director, Nobel Neighbors 
 
Jurellene Rigsby, Executive Director 
The CHILD Initiative 
 
   In Memoriam 
   Otis E. Allen, Founding Director 
 

ADVISORY BOARD  
Mark Allen, Organizer 
Black Development Leadership Institute 
 
Manuel Jimenez, CRA Officer, Marquette Bank 
 
Dennis D. Muhammad, Do-For-Self CDC 
 
Peter Silvern, Attorney 
 
Athena Williams, Community Advocate 
    
  In Memoriam ~ Wanda White-Gills, Advisor 

__________ 
 
Nina A. Hall, Marketing & Communications Contractor 
 
Debra A. Strickland, Public Policy Trainer, Organizer 
 

2010—2011 Supporters 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

              

 



ABOUT THE MONROE FOUNDATION 
 
 
The Monroe Foundation was organized in 
1991 to provide technical assistance to 
community development projects seeking to 
change the conditions of their communities, 
and find funding to support their efforts. .  
 
The Foundation provides small business 
development consulting and entrepreneurship 
training through the  
Small Business Bootcamp Project. 
 
We seek to work with groups/projects that: 
 

 Organizations that involve the people                                        
they serve as decision makers; 

 
 Small business and entrepreneurship 

efforts that create employment 
opportunities in a community; and 

 
 Organizations that have goals and 

objectives that positively impact 
community issues.  
 

 
A committee of The Foundation responds to 
all inquiries for assistance and membership  
 
 
Mission Statement: The Monroe Foundation is a 
publicly-supported not-for-profit agency that seeks 
to educate, link and fund community development 
projects in the low-income communities in the 
State of Illinois.  

TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 
 
 

  
The Monroe Foundation’s PACT Project 
(Partnership Assisting Community 
Transformation) provides technical 
assistance in leadership and organizational 
development the areas listed below:  
 
 Starting a not-for-profit 

organization/Applying for a 501c3 
status;  

 
 Community organizing training; 
 
 Meeting With A Chicago Grant Makers 

(Corporate Giving Programs); 
 
 Forming community partnerships with 

banks; 
 
 Grant writing and Fundraising. 
 
 
The Monroe Foundation also provides 
design and development in the areas of: 

 Housing/Jobs Creation; 

 Starting a childcare center/home 

daycare business; and 

 Financial Literacy/Banking  
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